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army from New Mexico, ami to dissolve the
Union, has not served to strengthen the cords of

I affection which should have bound us together.
llut neither the President nor any other person

will charge the North with disloyalty to the
Union. But that portion of the sentence just
quoted, which refers to the "attempts to disturb
its compromises,' was intended to refer to those
political friends with whom I net.

Sir, those compromises left us entirely free from
the support of slavery. By the passage of this
fugitive law, those compromises have been dis-
turbod, an l the people of the North involved iu
the degradation and guilt of sustaining slavery ;
nnd. sir. in the language of the President, "they
are ready to rebuke'' those who have thus disturbedthe compromises.and they will rebuke
them. Our people, too, will resist by every constitutionalmeans the execution of that law

Tttis practice of attempting to sanctify every
enormity in legislation by referring to the Union
of our.fathers" has become very common among
a certain class of politicans; but I did not expect
to meet with it in the Message of the President.
It does not comport with the dignity of such a

paper. It is almost as much out of place ns it
would be to appeal to the loyalty which our fathersanciently bore to the British crown. The
Union of our fathers was adopted as the best
means of preserving tho liberties, and promo-
ting the happiness of the people. It was abandonedfor the same pnrposo. Even our Union with
Texas was framed for that avowed object. A maijorityof Cougnss thought and believed that it
would increase the wcilth and the happiness of
the people. For the same purpose we waged a
war with Mexico, and conquered another vast

territory, and brought another State into the
Union. The Union now existing will be retained
so long as the great mass of the people shall regardif as conducive to their interests and happiness.Vet, whenever they shall be convinced that
itsubstrvis the cause of oppression, that it has
become an instrument for degrading themselves,
another revolution will take place, and they will
lay it aside, as cur fathers did their union with
England. They feel as the patriots of that day
felt, that " whenever any form of Government

i shall fail to sus'ain the self-evident truth that all
men mere created o/ial. and are entitled to the enjoymentof hfe. and liberty," it is the right of the peo-
pie to lay it asiae, anu 10 nuopi » nt* ram ui

Government, basing its action upon such principlesas shall best promote their interests and happiness."
But this cry of danger to the Union" is becomingunderstood by the people. " To save the

Union," we annexed Texas; " to save the Union,"
we paid her ten millions of dollars; " to save the
Union," fifty thousand square miles of territory
which had been consecrated to freedom by Mexico,and conquered by our arms, were delivered
over to Tex is and to slavery; " to save the Union,"
the people of the free States have been compelled
to become slave catchers; and we are now told
thai, to save the Union," this infamous law must
"> kept in force; to save the U*vier," we must
drive the f.mishing, weary, fugitive from our

doors, or seixe him and send him back to his prisonhouse of bqiidagp. Sir it^ias come to this the
cry of "danger'jo the VjniotC is now ^sorted to
for the purpose of justifying every outrage upon
the people of the North, which the Hlive Power
demands. Under this cry, meetings are called in
your commercial cities,and resolutions adopttd to
" suj-prrss agtta'i u among the jnoj/U.." And the
Secretary of State, and distinguished Senators,
write letters " to save the Union." I tinners are eaten,
and wine drunk, and speeches made. " to save th>
Union." For the same purpose, the Secretary of
State votes against the candidate of his own party,and a disiinguished Senator from a Western
State threatens to leave the Whigs, with whom
he has acted from early life.

Sir, this clause of the Message has reference to
that new party which is already in process of formation.ami which is to be based upon the doctrinesof this Message.upon the policy of continuingin force this Fugitive Law.the laws that
sustain the Give trade upon our Southern coast,
and in this District.and of opposing all efforts
to exclude slavery from our Territories and from
the District of Columbia. In short, sir, this new

party is to oppose all attempts to separate the peopleof the free States and this Government from
the support of that institution.

I, sir, rejoice at the prospect of seeing every
public man, and every elector of the nation, tako
hla nosition cither for Freedom or for Slavery.
Tho President has come out boldly and manfully
on tho side of oppression, in favor of compelling
the people of the North to become the catchers of
Southern slaves. lie calls on his friends to take
position with him. They will do ro. We shall
Boon have but two political parties. One will con-
tend for the emancipation of the free States and
this Government from the control of the Slave
Power ; to restore vitality to the Constitution; to
give tint instrument effect; to maintain the rights
of all the States under it; to sec tre all tnen under
oar exclusive jurisdiction in the enjoyment of life,
liberty, and happiness. With Mr Morris, and

1 those who assisted in framing the Constitution,
that party " never mil concur in upholding domestic
slaveryWith Mr. (Jerry, "while they have
nothing to do with it, in tho States, tiny will lend
no sanction to it." With Mr. Sherman, they " can
set no tnorr jtropiie'y in seizing and .surrendering a

fugitive slate than a horse."
With these framers of the Constitution the

party of Freedom will stand. These principles
they will maintain and carry out; they will separateand purify themselves froru the sin and tho
shame of Slavery ; they will redeem this Govern-

# ment from its support; they will leave it within
the States where it exists. The judgment and
conscience of the people arc with us; they know
our doctrines to be cirrect. The popular heart
beats for freedom. Party prejudices are giviug
way. Truth is doing its legitimate work A great
political revolution is g dug forward No partisaninfluence can stay its progress. The history
of the last few mouths and years must bear to
every reflecting mind a consciousness that the
principles of justice, of righteousness, of humanity,must triumph. The moral sentiment of the
nation demands the repeal of those acts of Congresswhich authorize and enjoin the commission
of crimeH. Th'tj trill he rejtenl'd, and the Governmentwill be redeemed from its present position ;
and its laws and influence will be exerted for the
benefit, for the elevation of man.

WILLIAM L. I'llAPLIN.
Tint Ksn or thxCiiaim.in Cask.Mr Chaplin

was, on Thursday, liberated from the jail of
Montgomery county, .*1!M)00 bail having been
entered for bis appearance at Howard District
court. Hail to the amount of $<!.<>< <> had been
given in this District, lie passed through Haitimoreon Thursday on his return home..Republic.
United States senator i rom m.okiha.. 1 tic

Mouse of Representatives agreed, u few days ago,
to go into un election for United States Senator,
vice Mr. Yi'i.e.e, whoso term expires on the lth
of March next; hut the S'ate Senate, on the 9th
instant, refused to meet in joint Assembly for that
purpose, by a vote of 1 t to ft. The Democrats
have a majority in both Houses of one, making
two on joint billot; but it seems there is little
untnimity among them.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
The Legislature of South Carolina, nfter a

great deal of dilliculty, has nt last adopted the
recommendation of the Nashville Convention, in
regard to a Southern Cougress. It has passed a

bill for the election of Delegates to a Southern
Congress, to he held iu Montgomery, Alabama,
January 1so.1. The Xutional lutrlhifrnrrr says.

"According to our understanding of the net,
however, the other States assenting to tlie Cougressmay appoint another time and place of meeting.The Governor of South Carolina is directe I

i ho art! In thfl .niil hnrit it rf
iu uuiiimtiiiii it< « wj7 v* *> --- ~

of each of th« other sl.ivobclding States. and urge
upon them, in Hitch manner as he may deem beef,
to send duly commissioned Delegates to the said
Congress. South Carolina ia lo hare eighteen
Delegates. four of whom are to he elected by the
Legislature, and two hy the voles of each Congrrssionil district, on the second Monday iu Octobernext. These Delegates are to be duly coinmissionedby thtr Governor, and to meet in CongressHin h Delegates ns may be appointed hy other
slaveholdmg States, and join them in devising
such measures as in their opinion may be adequate
to obtain the objects proposed by the Nashville
Convention, 'and in reporting such measures to
the slaveholdicg States us. when agreed to ami
fully confirmed by them, or any of them, will effectuallyprovide for the a one,' that is to say, in
the words of the Na-hville Convention, 'with the
iew and intention of arresting further aggressions,nnJ, if possible, of restoring the constitutionalrights of the South ; and, if not, to recom-

mend emue provision for their future safety and
independence.'

" The State Convention is ordered to assemble
at Columbia, for the purpose, in the first place, of
taking into consideration the proceedings an 1 rec.

ornmendations of the Congress of the slaveholdingStates, if the earne shall meet and be held, and
for the further purpose of taking into considerationthe general welfare of the State of South Carolina,iu view of her relations to tho Laws and
Government of the United States, and to take
care that she 'shall suffer no de'riment' The
Delegates composing this Convention are to correspondin number with the whole of the Membersof the State Legislature, and to be elected by
the people on the second Monday in February
next No lime ia fixed for the meeting of this
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Convention. It is made the duty of the Goveroor
of the State to call it together whenever, nt any
period before the next session of the Legislature,
the conjuncture of a Southern Congress, contemplatedin the purpose of this act, shall hive
happened' Hut, if the Convention be not so assembledby the Governor, then the next Legislatureis to fix the time of meeting."
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(II R EXCHANGES.
With this number we begin the task of cutting

down our excbunge list, an operation forced upon
us by its excess. Of course, we shall uot feel justified

in striking from our list any paper that Las

published cur Prospectus, and called attention
to it.

MRS. SOITII\\ DUTIES STORY.
Much to our regret, Mrs Southworth, after

the issue of our last number, was seized with a

sudden and painful affliction of the eyes, which
has totally disqualified her for completing in this
number the last chapterof her story. This event

throws Its tci initiation into our next volume,
which we regret the more, as, without this explanation,some might infer that it was our de- |<
sign to force those interested in reading it to re

new their subscriptions.
To accocimo'la e subscribers, who do not intend

to renew, but would like to see the conclusion of
the story, we shall try to supply them, (if they
will signify to us their desire, post paid.) by
sending to them without charge the number that
shall contain the last chapter. This wo shall do,
not because wo like the i lea of losing any subscribers,but because we cannot bear that aDy one

should suspect us of trickery.

"MY SI MMER WITH l)K. SIMLETARY."
By the Author of Mirynrtt Smith's Duiry.
»"rv» nf o onrina will run
1 UlS l.i me line vi < ovi.v» ....... .

through ten or fifteen numbers of the Era, beginningwith the first number of the new volume.
Everybody who read Margaret Smalt's Drtry in
our paper, will he eager to read this new volume

by a fivorite author.
In addition to this, we have on hand a series of

sketches by Martha Russell, and another by
Mary Irving, with which we are sure our readers
rill be greatly delighted. 1 Xu

A STORY OF TilK MEXICAN WAR.
Gma (»;>--'uwoi.i Mill graewthe tifewt i>iuaber

of our paper. We cm commend it to all our

readers, without exce tion, even to the friend
iu New 11 impshire, who lately objected so

strenuously to Fiction. lie will find in this
Btory a good deal more truth than fiction.

Mr«. II. 15. Stowk has something on our first

page this week, for Christmas. She is always
thrice welcome to our columns.

INDEX.
The index whieh we publish on our 4th page

has been prepared with great care. It is as ampleand accurate as could be desired.

RENEWALS.
Our friends have been renewing admirably,

but some still linger. I.et them remember that
this is the last number of the volume, and make
haste, bringing as many new ones with them as

they can. We cannot refrain from again expressingutir pleasure at the cordial responses of our

readers to our circulars. '
i

THE LAW III' VERMONT I'RIIVIIIIMI FOR THE '

WRIT OF IIIIIEAS HIRPIS. 1

We published in our list number, without com- '

mcnt, a law passed by the Legislature of Ver-
mont, at its late session, providing for the more

effectual enjoyment of the writ of habeas corjnn.
it has Deen stigmatised ny our cotcmporartes ot

the Press in Washington, as an act of nullification.Southern journals comment upon it indignantly.assuming that its design is to violate the

provision of the Federal Constitution in relation
to fugitives from service or labor; and many
Northern Whig and Democratic papers either
denounce it or speak contemptuously of its authors.
The Pro-Slavery Party is always clamorous.

We look in vain to the columns of its presses, or

speeches of its leaders, for candor of exposition,
exactitude of statement or closeness of argument.
It is easy to brand any action adverse to the prcten*iU3 of Slavery, as unconstitutional, disorganizing.nullifying, fc'o man, however estimablehis character or public services, if he ventureto challenge its claims, or speak freely of its
evils, can expect to escipe denunciation. No act,
however sound in principle, or peremptorily requiredfor the preservation of vital interests, if it
tie unfivorable to its growth or extension, is sufferedto pass without an attempt to make it appearan ollence against the Constitution ami the
Union, as if Slavery were the model Institution
of tho country, and all things were to bo regarded
as good or evil, just as they favored or discouragedits interests.
We have looked at the Vermont act again and

again ; the terrible clamor got up against it makingus fearful lest there might be some nullificationin it; but we confess our inability to soe

much more in it than a firm, discreet attempt on

the part of a Sovereigu State to secure to all its
inhabitants the benefits of the habeas corput.a
writ which tho Federal Constitution declares,
shall not be suspended. The language of the
Constitution is as follows:

" The writ of habeas corpus sh ill not he suspended,unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion,the public safety may require it
it is worthy of remark, that many of the most

important guaranties of rights contained in the
Constitution were suggested in the Convention of
17">7, by members front the South, who were constantlyset king to provide safeguards against the
abuses of power. The provision against the suspensionof the writ of huh-as corpus was of Southernorigin August WO, in Convention, Mr. l'inekneyof South Carolina submitted a series of propositions,which were referred to tho Committee
of Detail.among them, the following

mi. l > I... ..it ,.f
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hit-ill hi' enjoyed in this Government, in

the most expeditious mi l ample in inner, and shall
not lie suspended by the Legislature, except upon
the most urgent ami pressing occasions. and for
it limit-tl time, not exceeding mouths."

August ^.h, the report of the Committee was

rendered, and Mr Pinckney," urging the proprietyof securing the hem tit of the huh-as corpus in
the most ample manner, moved, that it should not
be suspended but on the most urgent occasions,
and then only for n limited time, not exceeding
twelvemonths.

' Mr. Rutledge of South Carolina was for declaringtho hub as corpus iuviolate. lie did uot
conceive that a suspension could ever he necessary,at the same time, through all the States.

" Mr.Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvaniamovedthat the privilege of the writ of hihrns corpus
shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases of
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may requireit.

" Mr. Wilson of Pennsylvania doubted whetherin any case a suspension could ho necessary,
as the discretion now exists with judges, in most

important cases, to keep in gaol or admit to hail.
' The first part of Mr. Gouverncnr Morris's

motion to the word ' unless,' wns agreed to «/m,
101. On the remaining part.New Hampshire,
M iNsacli'isotts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware,M tryland, Virginia, ayes.7 ; North CarolinaSouth Carolina, Georgia, nays.3."
Tho three extreme Southern States, it will he

observed, opposed any nullification at all, fearful
of intrusting Congress with power to suspend the
writ in any contingency.
Would it ho helleveJ that the main object of

the recent law of Vermont, against whioh the
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Washington press Las raised such an out^^H
to secure, in the lungunge of Mr. Pinckney of
South Carolina, the ' most ample and expeditious
use of the habeas corpus ".a privilege which the
Southern members of the Contention of 17*<7

sought to make " inviolate V' Such is the fact;
and so far as the law embraces this object, it cannothe unconstitutional. If it bo repugnant in
this respect to the Fugitive act of the last sesnfCninrwH the inference is. not that the

Legislature of Vermont is guilty of nullification,
but that Congress is the nullifier. If that act violatethe privilege of the writ of habeas corpus,
it is, so far, null and void, and the Vermont luw,
which provides for the effectual execution of the

writ, is valid, because constitutional. If the act

do not violate the habeas corpus, then the Ver-
mout law. so far as it secures the privilege, is
not repugnant thereto. In the former case, the

outcry should be directed against the act of Congressin the latter, there is no ground for any
clamor at all.
That our readers may fully understand the

law of Vermont, wc shall again publish it, interposing
such comments as may seem necessary

4; It is hi rhff macltd by the G-ntral Assembly of the
State of l ermorU, as follows :

" See. 1. The same power is hereby given to, and
the xame duties imposed upon, the circuit judges
of ihe several judicial circuits of this State, which
are given to, and imposed upon, the judges of the
Supreme Court, by the provisions of ehnpter
thirty-eight of the Revised Statutes, entitled 1 Of
Habeas Corpus.'

44 Sec. 2 It shall be theduty of State's attorneys,
within their respective coun'ies, whenever any
inhabitant of this State is arrested or claimed as

a fugitive slave, on being informed thereof, dili-
gently and faithfully to use all lawful means to

protect, defend, and procure to be discharged,
every such person so arrested or claimed as a fugitiveslave."
The second section presumes that every inhab-

itant of Vermont is a free person. 1 his is the

presumption of law in relation to every inhabitantof a free State.inasmuch as its Fundamental
Law prohibits slavery. Now, the first duty of a

State is to protect its inhabitants. If a person in
Vermont be arrested as a slave, the presumption
is against his claimant, and on him rests the onus

of proving the person seized to be a slave. If ever

a case demanded the " most expeditious and ample"enjoyment of the privilege of the habeas corpus,

it is such a case.and Vermont, in making it
the duty of her State's attorneys to interpose in
behalf of the person arrested, manifests a proper
regard for the liberties of her citUena^od no disregardof the constitutional rights of her sister
States.

" Sec 3. The 9pp)i<j»{;«n of any State's attorn^
in writing to any one or the judges of the SupremeCourt, or to any circuit judge, signed by
said State's attorney in his official capacity, stating
in substance the name of the prisoner and the
persons detaining him, if known, and that the
person arrested, claimed, or imprisoned, is arrested,claimed, or imprisoned as a fugitive slave,
shall he suilicient authority to authorize the issuingof the writ of habeas corjius, as provided in
said chapter thirty-eight of the It e viseJ Statutes,
and said writ may be signed by any one of said
judges, or the clerk of the supreme or county
court; and said writ shall be made returnable
to the supreme or county court, when in session,
in the county where such application is made;
and in vacation said writ may be made returnable
forthwith, before either of the judges aforesaid.
" Sec 4 It shall he the duty of all judicial ami

executive officers in this State, in their respective
counties, who shall know or have good reason to
believe that any inhabitant of this State is about
to be arrested or claimed as a fugitive si ive, forthwithto give notice thereof to the State's attorney
of the county in which such person resi les."

The ;M section defines the ground on which the
writ shall be issued, the tribunals that shall issue
it, tind the tribunals before which it shall be relurnable;and the Ith section manifests the same

regard for the liberties of the People as the
lecond. The following sections provide for the
right of appeal and of trial by jury

l S"c 0. Whenever the writ of habeas corpus is
granted in vacation, as provided in this act, or as

orovided by existing laws, if upon the heiring of
he same before any one of the judges aforesaid,
:he person imprisoned, arrested, or claimed as a

fugitive slave, shall not be discharged, such personshall be entitled to an appeal to the next

stated term of the county court in the county
where such bearing was had, on furnishing such
bail, and within such time, as the judge granting
the writ, on hearing the case, shall adjudge to he
reasonable and proper.
"Sec 6. Tho c jiirt to which such appeal is taken,

an.I any other ronrt to which a writ of
corpus in b half of any such person claitneil or

arreste<l us a fugitive slave, is made returnable,
ntay an<l shall, on application of either party to
such proceeding, allow and direct a trial by jury,
on all questions of fact in issue between the
parlies, in the matter aforesaid, nnd the taxable
costs of such trial shall be chargeable to the State,
whenever the same would he otherwise chargeable
to the person arrested or claimed as a fugitive
slave.

"Sec. 7. The several circuit judges shall have
the same power now invested in the judges of the
Supreme Court, by virtue of an act in amendment
< f chapter one hundred and three of the Revised
Stautes. relating to persons confined in close jail,
on executions of tort, approved November 1 !,
A. I> I'-K

"See. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage.
"Approved: November 13, 18f>0."
No attempt is here made to nullify tho clause

of the Constitution iii relation to fugitives from
service or labor; the obligation imposed by it is
not denied, but impliedly affirmed, inasmuch as

the law provides for fulfilling it.
Two questions here arise: Has a State the

right to prescribe the process, to determine the

mode, by which the constitutional provision respectingfugitives shall bo carried out within h< r

boundaries ? and if she has, does she violate this

provi-ion by prescribing trial hy jury in all
cases arising under it?

Let us answer the last question first. The sectionsquoteJ do not discharge a fugitive slave from
service or labor, hut secure to inhabitants of Vermont,claimed as fugitives, the right of trial by
jury The question to be tried is a question of
fact. The claimant declares that the person ht-

rested was ht-lil to Bcrvice or labor, under the 1 iws
of another State, from which he escaped into Vermont.The person arrested denies this, and assertsthat he never was held to service under the
laws of another State; or, if he was, that he never

tscnjfl from it into Vermont. A jury of twelve
men in Vermont who should take oath to render
a verdict in accordance with the facts, it is not to
he supposed, would perjure itself. A State must

judge for itself wliat process is best adapted to such
cases, most in harmony with its own Institution*;
and there is nothing iu the language of the oonsti
tutiona! provision relating to fugitives, from which
it can he inferred that claims arising under it
may not properly be tried by jury. If this mode
of trial in such cases he unconstitutional, or a

violation of the rights of slave-owners, then Mr.
Webster, now enjoying so much of their confidence,was guilty, a few months since, when he
introduced his hill providing that claims for
fugitives should he tried by jury, of proposinga violation of the Constitution and of the
right* of slaveholders. What he proposed that

Congrws should ilo, the Legislature of Vermont
ha* done. If there he anything unconstitutional
about the act, it is not therefore in the form of
trial provided, hut in the assumption of the State
to provide any mode at all for trying such case*

This bring* us to the first question.ha* a State
the right to prescribe the process by which the
constitutional provision respecting fugitive* from
service shall he carried out within its border*?

It ha* always seemed to us that this provision
was in the nature of a treaty stipulation betweenthe State*, and not of a grant of power to

Congress. Certainly no power i* conferred, in
terms, or by fair implication, upon Congress, to

po*« law* in execution of the clause. Whatever
obligation is imposed, is imposed directly upon
the States, and the plain reading of the clause
would lead any fair mind, not familiar with (he
actiofi of Congress, or the decisions of the SupremeCourt, to infer, that upon the States was

devolved the duty of providing process for currying
out the stipulation therein contained. This

was the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw of Massachusetts,
and msny eminent jurists, until the famous

deoislon of the Supreme Court in the l'rigg
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mm; sim| *1 presume the/ still entertain the I
same opinion, i hough acquiescent in that decision

Vermont, as» Sovereign .State, hound to interpretfor her^lf h<r duties under the Constitution,dec!iue<such acquiescence, ami assumes that

it belongs tj her to make necessary and suitable

provision fot the execution, within her limits, of

the clause rejerrcd to. The whole question of the

constitutionally of this part of her law resolves

itself, therefore, intothis I la* Congressihc power
to legiidate to give effect to the Fugitive clause, or

Joes this power belong to the States? If the formerhas the power, the law of Vermont, so far as

it prescribe the process of trying Fugi'ive cases,
is unoon.-titstional. if the latter have the power,
the law is constitutional. Here, as in other cases

of an appirent conflict of jurisdictions, we lean to

the siJe cf State Sovereignty. We believe it belongsto the States nn«l not to Congress, to determine
the mode by which the stipulation in regard

to fugitives from labor should be fulfilled; and in

»hia belief we are confirmed by the legislition of
at least one Slaveholding State; we mean Ken

tucky.
It is constantly insisted that the provisions of the

Constitution, respecting the surrender of fugitives
from justice and fugitives from labor, are couched
in similar terms. Congress has assumed to legislateto give both provisions effect, and certainly
if it has a right to legislate in one case, it has in

the other. But the Legislature of Kentucky, so

far as respects the extradition of persons claimed
as fugitives from justice, has claimed and exercised

the right to prescribe the mode of carrying
out the provision, and even to prevent its being
fulfilled iu certain cases.

We oall attention to this law, because, if it be

constitutional, that of Vermont is constitutional:
and if the law of Vermont is nullification, that
of Kentucky is nullification.

[ We intruded to publish this law, but not being
able to lay our hands upon it just now, we must

wait till next week ]

"NOMNTERCOtRSK.
Horn or Commons, Dfcemhek 10,

Th? Slnvfry Question.
Mr. Saunders of Wake, on leave, from the joint

select committee on the subject of slavery, presentedthe following preamble and resolutions as

a report from the majority of said committee:
Whereas the people of North Carolina have

ever cherished a lively and cordial attachment to

the Union of the States, au l entertain the most

sincere desire for its preservation; and whilst,
in the opiuion of tflMdeneral Assembly. thc^vwholdingStates have suffered great wrong by some

of the metres enacted at the last session of Confresscalled the compromise acts, yet. as these
measures have ...» / K .'iviv
the duty of the South to acquiesce so long as they
shall be adhered to and enforced in good faith,
and so long as Congress shall abstain from the

adoption of any other measure touching the institutionof slavery calculated cither to endanger
its security or to destroy the guarantees of the
Constitut.on: He it therefore

1. Rtsoit-J, That the Fugitive Slave act passed
by Congress at its last sessiou is in strict conformitywith the provisions and requirements of the
Constitu ion of the United States, and, if carried
into execution in good fairh, is calculated to give
security to slave property ; and any failure on the
part of he Federal Executive to enforce, or any
attempt »n the part of the judicial authorities of
the free States to obstruct its execution, would
not only constitute just cause of complaint on the

part of the South, but would be such a gross derelictionof duty as could not fail to weaken
those Lies which biud together the States of the
Unioa

'J. K'fo/r /l, Thit the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia.the interdiction of the

*- ' a Qt >fau.flit* rufnuol fn
Nl.iYC lIMUtT ucmccu IUO uwi«cr.v»«v, w

admit any new State into the Uunion htcaui*. of
itw recognition of the institution of slavery.the
total repeal of the Fugitive Slave act, or its modificationso as essentially to impair its force and
efficiency.would, in the opinion of this General
Assembly, amount to such a clear, deliberate, and
palpable breach of good faith and flagrant abuse
of power as to demand of the Freemen of North
Carolina the most determined resistance, and
justify them in uniting with the other slaveholdingStates to uphold and maintain their just and
violated rights

3. R'solvtil, That whenever all or any one of
the acts meutioaed iu the foregoing resolutions
shall have been passed by the Congress of the
United States, the Governor of this State he, and
he is hereby, requested to convene the General
Assembly ut such time as in his wisdom shall seem

fit, in order to take into consideration the solemn
duties which we owe to ourselves as Freemen,
and of our then existing relations with the FederalGovernment.
And whereas it would be both proper and expedientto restrict all trading intercourse with the

non-slave holding States so long as there shall exista well-grounded apprehension cither as to the
repeal of the Fugitive Slave act or its non-execution,and as there now exist just grounds for such
apprehension He it therefore

Rrsolvil, That is expedient to impose nn ad
valotnn tax upon all articles of merchandise of the
grow b. manufacture, or product of non-slaveholdioorStates, which shall be brought into nud be
offered for sale within this State, from and after
the first 'lay of August next: Prnnd-d, hon-n r,

the Governor shall be authorized and required,
by and with the advice of the Council of State, to

suspend the execution of such law until the meetingof the next General Assembly, if it shall satisfactorilyappear that the Fugitive Slave act h ith
been faithfully executed.
The foregoing resolutions, on motion of Mr.

Saunders, were ordered to be printed, and refered
to the Committee of the Whole House, and made
the order of the day for Monday next."
We suppose this is to be regarded as anotner

effort,to produce " Peace and Harmony." The
resolutions of course do not truly represent the
sentiments of the great majority of the People of
North Carolina, but, so long as they suffer designingpoliticians to represent them, they must

be held responsible.
This doctrine of Non-Iutercourse has become

<|uite fashionable of late in some of the slaveholding
States, and their citizens talk of resorting to

it, just as confidently as if the most unrestricted
trade were not vital to the interests of the South.
The policy is presented in two forms Mr.

Saun lers, it will b« observed, proposes to establish
a sjstem of imposts directly upon articles, the

growth or produce of the non-slavcholding States

imported into North Carolina. Others propose
that every merchant, pedler, factor, and trader,
in the State, shall pay a tax of ten per cent. ad
valorem ou all goods in his possession, unless he
shall state on oath that they are in part the

growth or manufacture of a slave State ; and that
if, within three years from the passage of such an

act, all the slaveholding States shall not have passed
a similar law, then the exemption from tax be

held to extend to tho productions of those States

.oly which have adopted similar laws.
Wo r.rr hownd, of course, to btllrvr that our

slaveholding friends understand the Constitution
They have studied the resolutions of 'its, and
since thtu hare enjoyed the benefits of llnltimore,
Nashville. and Milledgetillo platforms. With
great deference, we Tenture to suggest, that perhaps

the policy of Non-Intercourse is neither constitutional
nor expedient.

If we are not mistaken, one of thcr.dioul defectsof the Articles of Couftderatiou w is, the
absence of power in Congress to regulate commerce

with Foreign Nations or umong the States
Each State framed suoh commercial regulations
as it chose, not unfrequently oppressing the commerce

of a sister 8tate, by disciiminating duties

upon its imports; and hence sprang up a retalu1tory system of duties, injurious to the interests of
all. One object of the Contention of I?s7 wis,
to procure a transfer of the power oxer commerce

from the St iles separately to the United S ates,
and this objeot was accomplished when the Contentionagreed -o the following clause of section

eight of the Constitution, containing a full grant
of power to Congress:

" The Congress shall have pon-t r to lay and colltcl
(ares, duties, imposts, and nxeises, to pay the debts
and protide for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States; hut all du'i's, mi

posts, and erri\'i, shall he uniform throughout the
Vmt'd Stalest
Also clause tbifd of the same section, which

confers on Congr#s the power.
" To regulate clmmerca with Foreign Nations

and among the attersl States, and with the Indiantribes."
Mad th<re beet no other protision in the Constitution,no one would doubt that the power of

Congress oter external and inter-State oo«».

r
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merer, conferred by these provisions, was com-

plete.for coordinate jurisdiction between the

States and the Federal Government over the same

subject, would have resulted in a conflict that

wenld hive defeated the purposes of the grant
made to Congress. P.ut, to guar I against all misconception.section tenth of the first article positively

prohibited the States from exercising any

power over commerce, except such as was necessary
to the execution of their inspection lows

"No Slate shall, without theonseut of Congress,lay any imposts or duties on imports or ex-

ports, except what may he absolutely necessary |
for executing its inspection laws; and the nett

produce of all duties and imposts laid by any
State on imports or exports shall be for the use

of the Treasury of the United States; and all
such laws shall be subject to the revision of Congress"

Mr. Saunders's resolution proposes to lay an

impost tax upon articles brought into the State of
North Carolina from the non-slaveholding States.

The proposition is directly repugnant to each of

the three clauses we hare quoted from the Constitution.
The first declares, that " all duties, imposts,

anl excises, shall be uniform throughout the
United States;" and, according to the decision
of the Supreme Court in the case of the Passenger
Tax of New York and Massachusetts, reudere 1

March, 1M9, " the constitutional uniformity here

enjoined is as real and obligatory upon the States,
in the. absence of nil legislation by Congress, as if the
uniformity had been made hy the regulation of Congress

"

The proposition of Mr. Siunders is to violate
this constitutional uniformity, by discriminating
taxes against the productions of the non-slave-
holding States.
The second clause confers upon Congress the

power " to regulate commerce with Foreign N»-

tions. and among the Several States, and with the
Indian tribes.' Mr. Saunders' proportion claims
for the North Carolina Legislature the power to

regulate commerce between that State and the
other States. A claim for the Legislature of

power to regulate the commerce of that State
with Great Britain, by laying prohibitory duties

upon its imports, would be just as constitutional
and decent.
The third clause prohibits a State from laying

imposts or duties on imports or exports, except
what may be absolutely necessary for the exccu-

tion of its inspection laws. Mr. Saunders'propositionis to lay duties on the imports of the non-

slaveholding States, for the purpose of inflicting
^wnisUaent upon tbem lor tb* *-%jh«ery rnovementsof some of their citizens.
We repeat, that were it not for our profound

»/; /* " - ibo >oJ<»rc>w* o/J jpenflemen Hrk** >««>

studied the resolutions of "'js and the platforms of
15 iltimore, Nashville, and Milledgeville, we

should be tempted to pronounce the proposition
of Mr. Saunders und all similar propositions,
come from what quarter they may, grossly unconstitutionalin intent, as, if adopted, they would
be impotent in effect. It is worthy of remark,
that the editor of the Union, who cannot get over

his indignation at the law of Vermont for securing
the benefit of the habeas corpus to all her inhabitants,deeming it a most atrocious act of nullification,has not yet uttered a note of dissent from
any of the flagrantly unconstitutional schemes
just noticed.

As to the project of taxing the goods of merchantsand trailers 10 per cent ad valorem, unless
they shall state on onth that they are in part the
growth or manufacture of a slave State, it is almosttoo trifliDg for serious comment. Carry it
into effect, if indeed this be possible, and the peopleof North Carolina will be the principal sufferers.Restrictions on commerce arc apt to react
with fatal force upon the interests of those who

impose them. How it would promote the welfare
of the State of North Carolina, to break down
some of her merchants, and make the people pay
more for articles of consumption than their
brethren in other States, perhaps the disciples of
Mr. Calhoun may explain.for we tukc it for

granted that their metaphysics are equal to any
impossibility.

But eupp'Si a law to carry into effect this

project bo p issed, an 1 suppjse the pedlers. and
merchants and traders, unable to evade its provisions,and suppose the people should be so tame

as to submit to such oppressive taxation cuibono ?
what would he gained by it ? It is not the classes
of wholes tie merchants and manufacturers and

pedlers in the nori-slaveholding States who agitatethe question of slavery. They might suffer
somewhat from the suicidal taxes of North Carolinaand feci patriotically indignant at the auti-

bluvery people for occasioning any interference
with their craft. But, how could they hclpthetnselves? It is not in the power of gold to exorcise
the good spirit. The merchants and manufacturers
and pedlcrs, so far from converting anti-slavery
men from their 'fanatical" ways, would soon beginto feel quite fanatical themselves, and learn
to hate an institution that, like a blind Cyclops,
dealt its insane blows alike at friends and foes.

Another consequence of such a policy would resultsooner or later. The actual slaveholders in
North Carolina constitute but a small proportion
of the entire white population. So, it might come

to pass, that as the non-slaveholders saw their
trade decreasing, and themselves burdened with
n kind of war tax in time of peace, they might
begin to inquire whether a system in which they
had no direct interest, hud aDy right to makesuch
exactions of them, and compel them to pay the
cost of its vengeance against other .States. Such
inquiries could lead to but one conclusion.that
slavery was costing them a great deal more than
it came to.

WHERE'S THE TRICK ?
' The Nulion'il Em ch rg"d us with perpetratinga ' trick' upon the public, when we assertedthat there had been a caucus of the AbolitionMembers of the House to consult nliout an

attack on the Fugi'ive law We denied the 'soft
impeachment,' ami promised, if the members would
.Idiiv thr> wt'ifomcnt we wnnlil tmike the tim-ntlf
honorable for our mistake. We have not received
a word to oonlrmiiot it. The National Km reappearedyesterday, hut not a won! on the subject
was in /< columns. We take it for granted, then,
thnt we were right in our statements, and we

might hare hoped, from the magnanimity even of
an Abolition paper, that it would hare withdrawn
its charge.".Washington Union.
We beg pardon of the Union for having overlookedthe matter it refers to. As it feels aggrievedby our imputation, and seems to be fully

persuaded of the truth of its statement, we shall
withdraw it, it being cpiite unnecesiry to mingle
personalities with cur political differences.
Now, as to the statement of the Union that

there was a Free Soil Caucus, we repeat, it is an

entire mistake. We denied it bifure, on the au-

tnoriry r a written Jiciarauon or a idling r rce

Soil Member of the House, which we published
at the time. Since then, we hare inquired of Mr,
Preston King, Mr. Wilniot, and Mr. Giddings,
and they positively aseert that no such caucus

hat been held, to their knowledge.
We can guess at the information on which the

Union made its statement; but if we are not mistakenin this reference, its informant is totally in
error. Oue evening, by mere chance, while a

Democratic member of Free SoM principles was

sitting with Mr. Preeton Iv tig, Mr. Giddings
and Mr. Allen, who hoard together, and arc

in the habit of walking out with each other,
made a friendly call on Mr. King. The oonvcr;sation naturally turned upon the Fugitive Law
ami other topics of difference between the North
and South; and two of the gentlemen present,
differing on corns point of policy, maintained
their respective views with some earnestness
This conversation was probably overheard, and
communicated to the editor of the Union, as a

discussion in a Free Soil Caucus!
If the whole matter were not so unimportant,

the Free Soil members would have uo objection
to denying over their own names, ths statement
of ths Union. We deny it, on their authority.

It is really too unimportant a thing to talk
about. Thore is no more harm in a Free Soil
Caucus than in a Democratic, or Whig, or Tariff,or Southern Caucus, and though the Free

M).
Soil members hare not yet held any, if they think
it best at any time to hold one, they will undoubtedlydo it.

Tun Western Citizen..The W-itern Cilizm
announces that, at the eud of its present half

solume, it will be published entirely on the Cash
Principle. This is right. If eeery newspaper in
the country would adopt the same policy, It would
be the gainer. It is just as easy for subscribers to

pay at the beginning as at the end of the year.
and then they escape the annoyance of being
dunned, and the publisher the injury of bad deb's
Flow can it. be exneetrd that a newsnaner with
thousands of little debts of two, three, or fire
dollars, scattered all ortr the country, tun collect
them eicept at a wasteful deduction for commissions,if, indeed, they can be collected at all?
We hope the Western Ci'u^n will adhere unfalteringlyto its purpose. We would rather publisha cash paper with fire thousand, than a credit

paper with fifteen thousand subscribers The
Citizen hns an established reputation, as a sound
and an able anti-slarery journal, and we trust its
friends will see to it that its experiment be successful.
The New Yokk Eveniko Post announced on

the 10th of the last month that it had entered on

its fiftieth year. A more thorough, consistent,
high-toned, able, and sagacious Democratic journalwo hare nerer known. It is always in adranceof its party, nerer subserricnt to party
dictation, and has more of the attributes of a real
reform journal, than any party newspaper with
which we are acquainted. We rarely read it
without iustruction, nerer without pleasure. We
rejoice at the facts stated in the following paragraphfrom its annirersary article:

" The circulation of the Eventm; Post was nerer
as large since its foundation as it is now, nor was
it erer as large, by two or three thousand, as it
has been during the past year. Neither has the
net income of our establishment erer been so

great as during the year which closed on the 15th
inst., except once, some ten or twelra years since,
when we sh .rei in the adrertising of the General
Government. We mention these f,»cts with the
more pride and satisfaction, as the entire patronngeof the Federal, State, and city Gorernments
has been in the hands of our political opponents
for more than two years pist.so that no part of
our recent prosperity can he attributed to mere

partisan interest. This is a feature in the historyofjournalism, which should hare its effect in
re-toring and promoting the independence of the
parly press, and establishes nothing more clearly
than that the official rew rrds of partisanship are

in no respect essential to the success of a party
they are not prejudicial to it."

Ttii r.nvii'Bvno nr viDO.ivit _nni('R\tiR«

klV:vc.nh*LLi.
There seems, of late, to have b^en quite an uprisingin the tribe of Governors. They have

grown fond of notoriety, and appear to think it
their first duty to make a "fuss" generally.
Governor Smith, Governor Towns, Governor
Quitman, are ail extraordinary geniuses in this
line. But lo! a greater than all has started up
in the shape of Governor Floyd, of Virginia.
The following message from this Governor is the
most precious sample of gubernatorial wisdom we

have yet seen:

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.
Executive Department,

Richmond, Dtc. 16, 1950.
To th' General Assembly of the State of Virginia:
Gentlemen: I herewith transmit to you a preambleand resolutions passed by the Convention

of lodinna, assembled to revise the Constitution
of that State, and the report and resolutions of a

like Convention of the State of Maryland. The
spirit in which they are conceived must be regardedas a favorable omen, and they excite the
hope that the feelings of bitterness and dissension
which pervade the Confederacy may yet piss
harmlessly away. There are, indeed, portentous
manifeetations of deep discontent at the South;
and these have been heightened and inflamed by
the course recently pursued in Vermont. The
Legislature of that State has virtually, by statute,
annulled the luw of Congress for the recapture
of fugitive slaves, which alouo induced the SouthernStates to acquiesce in the late Compromise
measures. Vermont has thus inflicted upon the
whole South at niace an injury and no insult To
neither can we with honor, or self-respect, submit.
There must be a distinct, immediate, and final

settlement of the question of slavery between the
slaveholding and the non-shareholding States. If
the present agitation is continued, the Union will
inevitably be destroyed. If this element of discordbe removed, no cause of feud remains to

jeopard the pcrmunenceof our Confed. ration. No
honorable means should be left untried to restore
and perpetuate tranquillity. For this we should
exhaust every measure of conciliation and forbearance.We can scircely pay too much for the
restoration of that fraternal harmony which is the
life-blood of our federate organiz »tion,and which
alone can for any length of time preserve the
Union. In discharge of the duty which the South
owes to herself and her citizens, she must maintain,at all hazards, and at any cost, her honor
her equality, her independence, and her essential
rights In proof of her devotion to the Union,
she must be prepared to sacrifice all else to her
sense of patriotism.
The late action of Vermont demands nn instantsettlement of the issue which has so long

distracted the country. The recent action of Indianaseems to indicate that the time is propitious
for its amicable decision For the restoration of
complete and effectual harmony, I would sugg t
a measure in which the patriots of all sections,
and all who reverence and are willing to abide by
the Constitution, may cooperate

I would recommend the adoption hy the Legiglatureof resolutions inviting si th> States of the
Union to unite in sending delegates to represent
the whole people in a general Convention, which
ought to s-semhle at an early period.not later
than Mfly.at Baltimore, or some other convenientcentral point, for the purpose of bringing to
an end all sectional controversies relative to

slavery To secure that end. the principles which
should govern the action of the Convention onght
to he announced in the resolutions by which it is
called. All should he invited to unite in this
movement who are in favor of the perpetuation
of the Union, and who, to attain this result, are

in favor of the fugitive slave bill, honestly and
cordially enforced.who are opposed to its repeal
or essential modification, and who are adverse to

any further agitation of the slavery question, eitherin Congress or in the States. With thli the
South will be content.leas than this can only
eventuate in the dissolution of the Union. Such
action of such a Convention, if successful and fully
sustained by the nou slaveholding States, would
satisfy and quiet the South; if unsuccessful, it
would prove that the friends of order and the
Union are impotent to control the fanatical passionswhich arc now urging on a speedy dissolutionIt is a measure which addresses itself to no

particular party, and refers to no political organisation,but asks the cordial support of every true

patriot in all sections of our widely-extended Republic,and which alone seems adequate to redress
or avert tho terrible evils under which the country
initf labors, ci of which it
To render this measure effectual, and to relieve

the deliberations of the convention from the
1- i i ,

tram III** I" ujr nuibu 11 ui:)(u< uiuri wine ninmrrased,I wouM further recommend that such resolutionshe accompanied with the sincere and
earnest appeal of the Stite of Virginia, spe.king
through her Legislature to hir sister State* of the
South, entreatiog them to postpone any extreme
action iu relation to present difficulties, until the
result of the deliheratioun of such a contention
could be known. The restrictive measures which
the Legislature may adopt might be made dependantfor their continuation upon the ultimate
action of this convent-ion.
Ry the adoption of this course, it appears to

me, the Union might be preserved and perpetuatedin fraternal harmony, or the South enabled to
present a united and unbroken front to the assault!of fanatical adversaries. The first must
be the sanguioc hope of all lovers of freedom aud
their country , the last must be the sole refuge of
Southern independence, only when all brighter
hopes are proved by this last effort to he futile
and vain. 1'he motto of the South must be, as it
has been, Union, if we can.independence, if we
must.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your
obedient servant, John R. Fi.otd.
[The message and accompanying documents

were referred to a select committee, which the
Speaker will ennounce hereafter. Oa motion of
Mr Marts, .1 <H>0 extra copies of the message were
ordered to be printed )
The Governor shout 1 at once apply 1° ibe

Coinini sioner of Patents for this novel inventloo
for establishing "Peace and 1 i-i-r-mowy." In
some of the State Constitutions, Virtue, Intelligence,and Religion, are declared in be eaaential
to the existence of a true Repnblicaniam. One

other, alieolutely necessary element is omitted
from the category.Conmtn Smtt. It the P*°pl*

rv 1
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"of the Sooth had no more of this n»tic1e than
their GJorernors, they would soon be binkrupt ini-Terything.

CITY ORDINANCE.
/in net tnpplrmrnlary to ami amendatory of an ,, tsupplementary to "Au net enneeruing free
.. «.« pprovr.l >j.v ,hfthlrly-Hrst, eighteen huiwtretl ami lu< nt

B' i' tnat'i'il by lh> Boon! of Alderm- n ,:,nl [)}iln/of Common Connnl of lh> ci)y of Wnthinyloit, Thatfrom and after the p isrageof this act every free nr.gro or mulatto, whether im tie or female, who maycome within the city of Washington, or who maybe manumitted, or be made or dechr.d to be freein any other manner or form whatsoever in saidcity, shall, within five days there.fter, exhibit tothe Mayor satisfactory evidence of his or her titleto freedom, to be recorded by the Register, as directedby the second section of the nc' entitledAn act concerning free negroes, inula* toes. andslaves,approved May the thirty first, eighteenhundred and twenty-seven, and shill enter intobond to the Mayor, Hoard of Aldermen, andBoard of Common t ouncil, of the city of \V ^hington,with one good and sufficient white freeholdsurety ; which said surety shall, before executingsaid bond, exhibit satisfactory evidence tosome police magistrate of this Corporation of hissufficiency in the premises, and which said bondshall also be approved by the Mayor, in the penIally of fifty dollars, oonditioned for his or h.rgood and orderly conduct, and a like bond and securityfor each and every member of Lis cr h. rfamily, to be executed in the same manner, c nditionedfor the good and orderly conduct of the
person named therein, th it he or she doe-, not becomechargeable to or commit any offence againstthis Corporation, or ngiiust the laws of (he foiledStates Proviif'd, Such free negro or mulattochild or w ird be between the ages of twelv > and
twenty-one years; but such children or wards
shall, upon becoming twelve years of age. be subjectto all the provisions of th'n act; which tionds
shall be renewed every year, on the tenth day of
December, and on the failure to comply with each
and every provision of this section, he, ehe, or
they, so failing shall forfeit and pay a sum not
exceeding twenty dollars, and he. she. or they,
an l also the persons for whom such failure shall
occur, being minors, shall be ordered fcy the
Mayor to depart forthwith from the ciy and on
failure to do so shall be committed to the wnrkhouse.and be employed, at, the discretion of the
Mayor, until such conditions eh ill be complied
with, not exceeding six months in any one commitment.

Sec 2 And he it enacted, That any free person
or persons of color, who may be imprisoned under
the provisions of this act, may be discharged from
such imprisonment by order of the Mayor, upon
his or her being able to satisfy the M ijor that
he or she will with his or her family and depend
ants, forthwith depart from this city ; but if he
or she shall fail to depart, or departing shall returnto and be found within the same at auy time
tflcutd ..Jrhe fconths ther ift/r, >rr er^he shill
be again committed, as if no such discharge had
taken place: Provided, That nothing in thisseetirub® a.* to r*deiuip »)><> phi: I
o. c tilthrep ol s'icn person or persons ot color who
may hare been bound out to servitude by the
Commissioners of the Assylum under existing
laws, until the expiration of their term of service.

Sec. 3. And be if enacted, That from ami after
the passage of this act every free negro or mulatto,whether male or female, shall, within five
days after their arrival in this city, and on the
tenth day of December thereafter, annually, recordhis or her name, and the name or n imes of
every member of his or her family, on the books
of this Corporation, and at the same time pay into
the treasury of said Corporation, for himself, herself,and each and every member of his or her
family so registered, the sum of fifty dollars, upon
which registration and payment of the sum afore
said the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed
to grant a permit of residence to such registered
free negro or mulatto, which shall entitle him or
her to a residence within said Corporation; anl
on failure to comply with each and every provifionof this section, he, she, or they, so failing, shall
forfeit and pay to this Corporation a sum not less
than ten dollars, nor exceeding twenty dollars,
and shall be ordered by the Mayor to depart
forthwith from this city; and failing to depart
therefrom, shall be subject to the conditions and
penalties prescribed in the first section of this
act: Provided, Nothing in this act cocui-i*.! »b i,'.1
be so construed as to apply to or affect the conditionof any free negro or mulatto who msyatme
into the city in the service of any transient petsonor member of Congress while in such etnployiment, or who may have been sent to the city by
his or her employer on temporary business.

Sec. 4. And be. it enacted, That all and every sectionand provision of the act entitled "An act
concerning free negroes, mulattos, and slaves
approved May the thirty-fi«-e» WuudrtA
and twenty-seven, ami of the act supplementary
thereto, approved October the twenty-ninth,
eighteen hundred and thirty-six as well as of any
and all previous or subsequent act or acts relating
to the same subject, and not heretofore repealed
and except such as apply to free m grofs an l mu
lattoes now residing in this city, and having acquiredrights under said act or acts, so far as they
contliot with the provisions of this act, be and the
same are hereby repealed.

Sii.as II. llint.,
Presiiknt of the Board of Common Council.

B. 11. French,
President of the Board of Aldrrnon

Approved, December 7, 1850.
Waltk* Lknox. Mil/or.

We feel bound to express our strong disapprobationof this new law of the Corporation It is
uncalled for. The pretence that Virginia is about
to expel her free colored population is false
South Carolina has rejected an inhuman movementof this kind Virginia is not less civilit"!
than South Carolina. I'osi lee, the increase of
the free people of col >r here since 1340 is by n

means "alarming," as some of our misguided ciii
xens imagine; foi the per cent, iucreiae is much
less than that of the white population.

It is unwise. At this time, when the question
of slavery is so w irmly agitated between iN'orth
and South, our City Fathers w u'd have dotie
well to let legislation on kindred subjects alone
It can make no friends for the city it will mike
triiuiiuro.

It is wrong in principle. The free colored peopleare in the country. No man with brains
to comprehend an nrgument, or n heart ali'C
with human sympathirs. proposes to expel the-e

people from our shores, though there are tfco-e
who would hold out inducements to their voluntaryemigration. While ihey arc in the country,
justice to them justice from one State to anothir
from one district to another; 11 ttmnity ; the best
interests of society, demand that thiyshonld have
entire freedom of locomotion.in other worls, be
left free to pursue happiness and better their conditionwherever they please. Suppose the policy
of the Ordinance above quoted be al >pted by
every State in the Union.and every State has a

right to adopt it, if this District h k*. then, the
free colored p <pul it ion becomt s station iry.jlavej
to the soiL Enterprise, the spirit of emigration
the desire of improving thi ir c .million, arc extinguished.

We condemn the political regulations
of the Old WorlJ, which have attempted to restrictthe Jewish people within cert lin limit'
The pofftMf laws or one country imposing frt* n

upon free intercourse with another, we p"rottounc«
arbitrary and impolitic. And what could we expectof any white population, compelled to remain

stationary forever within a limited area, with diminishedmeans of subsidence, and no privilege
emigration ?

«»». . . . I-I r.tlA« i.t.inm*-
vv e mu8i ireai Qurntn neiBjri iouvn .«...e

j doing onto them as we would they ah. old da unto

us- T his is justioe, and sound policy hrcauec it

is justice. While God reigns. Oppression and Injubticemust renof against their perpetrators.
We are p°rfect1y aware of the undoeiraMenos

of such a population as the police regulations of

other States may impose upon as, bat there must

be some other w»y of remedying the evil than by
the practice of a similar wrong. For onreel see.

j we < ntcrtaiu the sime abhorrence for tyrannical
police regulations io this euuntry that we do for

them in ICurope. We hold that it is just »s

wrong to restrain the freedom of motion of nati*'

oolored men, as of foreigners.
Besides these general considerations, a prop«r

regard of one State for another forbids these oppressiveregulations onoerning oolored people.
Virginia violates her fraternal relations to other

States when she seeks to throw her free colored

population upou them, and provokes them to ooon

teractive or retaliatory legislation, so I hat she (run*
nothing in the end, but has instigated a genersl
system of State police, dishonorable to the humanityof all the Stales, and injurious to their

interests, by degrading and vitiating a large cl ^

of their population, which, after all, they oaoti'!

reliefs themselves from
W# have no heart for particular comment up »


